C81SZ! 


The  Spears  of  Honour 


AND 


Ex  Libris 
C.  K.  OGDEN 


THE  LIBRARY 

OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 


The    Spears   of   Honour 


AND 


The   Gentlemen    Pensioners, 


BY 


JOHN   GLAS   SANDEMAX,   M.V.O.,   F.S.A. 


L912. 

Kolx-rt  IliKKinlxttloin,  Printer, 
H.-iyliiij;   l-l.-iinl.    Hants. 


UA 

65*? 
21 


THE    SPEARS  OF    HONOUR 


AND 


THE    GENTLEMEN    PENSIONERS. 


THE  systematic  cataloguing  and  indexing  of  the 
Public  Records  and  Manuscripts  of  late 
years  has  elucidated  and  settled  many  points 
connected  with  the  origin  and  establishment  of 
the  Honourable  Corps  of  Gentlemen-at-Arms  that 
have  hitherto  proved  stumbling  blocks  to  the 
historians  who  have  attempted  to  write  a  con- 
secutive history  of  that  Corps.  It  will  be  the 
endeavour  of  the  writer  of  this  record  to  collect 
the  evidence  of  all  that  recent  knowledge  and 
research  has  made  clear.  There  may  be  yet  some 
doubtful  points  of  little  or  no  consequence  and  it  is 
possible,  though  by  no  means  probable,  that  even 
these  may  some  day  become  less  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture than  they  are  at  present. 

The  period  embraced  in  the  present  research  is 
a  comparatively  short  one,  viz.,  from  1509  to  1550  ; 
but  it  was  beset  with  many  difficulties  for  the 


earlier  historians  of  the  Corps, — difficulties  that 
have  been  almost  entirely  removed  by  the  recent 
re-arrangement  of  the  Public  Records  and  the 
publication  of  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography, 
the  information  in  which  has  been  invaluable  in 
fixing  the  circumstances  and  dates  dealt  with  in  the 
present  paper. 

It  is  proposed  first  to  deal  with  the  Spears  of 
Honour,  which  corps  was  originated  in  1509,  and 
will  be  seen  to  have  disappeared  from  all  records  in 
1515 ;  the  celebration  of  the  400th  anniversary  of 
the  institution  of  which  corps  by  King  Henry  VIII. 
has  been  thought  a  fitting  opportunity  of  repro- 
ducing, in  facsimile,  the  Ordinances  and  Statutes 
devised  in  1509  for  the  establishment  of  that 
Military  Guard. 

The  difficulty  in  determining  the  precise  or  even 
approximate  dates  of  the  original  documents  con- 
sulted in  conducting  the  investigation  connected 
with  this  research  has  caused  unexpected  delay  in 
arriving,  with  any  certainty,  at  a  decision  how  far 
the  Corps  of  Spears  of  Honour,  instituted  in  1509, 
can  be  connected  with  the  Band  of  Gentlemen 
Pensioners  instituted  thirty  years  later,  viz.,  in 
1539. 

An  exhaustive  research,  much  facilitated  by  the 
publication  of  the  Index  to  the  Domestic  and 
Foreign  Papers  and  Manuscripts  in  the  Record 


Office  and  the  British  Museum,  has  failed  to  discover 
any  mention  of  the  Spears  of  Honour  subsequent 
to  the  17th  of  December,  1515,  that  being  the  last 
date  upon  which  the  monthly  payment  of  this  corps 
is  entered  in  King  Henry  VIII.'s  Household  Book, 
entries  of  which  payments  occur  regularly,  almost 
every  month,  from  the  17th  March,  1509.  (Add. 
MSS.,  21481,  f.  25,  Household  Book,  May,  1509,  to 
March,  1518.)  [B.M.] 

It  is  notable,  too,  that  neither  in  the  Public 
Records,  in  Hall,  nor  any  of  the  chroniclers  of  King 
Henry  VIII.'s  reign,  is  any  mention  made  of  the 
Spears  of  Honour  after  that  date. 

There  seems  therefore  to  be  no  valid  reason  for 
doubting  the  truth  of  Hall's  statement  that  the 
Spears,  which  were  ordained  in  1509,  "  endured 
but  a  while,  the  apparel  and  charges  were  so  great, 
for  there  were  none  of  them."  Hall,  from  whose 
chronicle  of  the  Triumphant  Reign  of  King  Henry 
VIII.  the  above  extract  is  taken,  may  have,  com- 
piled his  earlier  chronicles  from  widely  gathered 
material,  but  he  must  have  been  personally 
acquainted  with  what  occurred  in  the  reign  of 
the  Monarch  of  whom  he  was  the  panegyrist,  so 
that  his  account  of  the  occurrences  in  that  reign 
may  be  considered  a  very  reliable  one,  and  he 
certainly  lost  no  opportunity  of  recording  any 
detail  that  might  add  to  the  splendour,  pomp  and 


magnificence  of  his  hero.  It  may  therefore  be 
fairly  assumed  that  he  would  neglect  no  opportunity 
of  recording  the  presence  of  his  hero's  Body  Guard 
whenever  they  happened  to  be  in  personal  attend- 
ance on  the  Sovereign,  as  part  and  parcel  of  a 
Court  that  was  no  doubt  conducted  on  as  magnificent 
a  scale  as  any  in  Europe,  and  he  would  not  fail  to 
record  any  circumstance  that  might  add  to  the 
pomp  and  lustre  of  his  hero's  reign. 

The  accomplished  author  of  the  History  of  the 
British  Army,  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Fortescue,  appears 
to  adopt  this  view,  for  he  writes  (at  page  112  of  his 
first  volume)  of  Henry  VIII.  that  "his  first  step 
was  to  increase  his  standing  force  by  the  creation 
of  a  second  Body  Guard  of  Men-at-arms,  composed 
of  young  men  of  noble  blood ;  the  reason  given 
being  that  there  were  far  too  many  such  young  men 
in  the  kingdom  who  were  untrained  in  arms.  The 
corps,  as  might  have  been  expected  with  the  best 
dressed  Sovereign  in  Europe,  was  so  gorgeously 
arrayed  that  it  perished  after  a  few  years  under  the 
weight  of  its  own  cost." 

The  first  historian  of  the  Spears  and  Gentlemen 
Pensioners  was  Samuel  Pegge,  who  wrote  an 
account  of  the  "  King's  Honourable  Band  "  in  his 
"  Curialia  "  in  a  paper  addressed  to  the  President 
of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  and  read  to  that 
Society  in  March,  1782.  In  this  paper  he  states 


that  "  in  the  year  1526  the  corps  stands  thus  in 
the  Statutes  of  Eltham," — and  he  prints, — "  a  list 
of  the  Band  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  as  found  in 
the  Statutes  made  at  Eltham  in  the  17th  year  of 
King  Henry  VIII,  A.D.  1526." 

These  statements  are  undoubtedly  founded  on  an 
error  which  appears  to  have  been  adopted  in  the 
"  Collection  of  Ordinances  and  Regulations  for  the 
Government  of  the  Royal  Household,"  printed  for 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in  1790,  for  under  Article 
VIII.  of  that  volume  we  find  "  Ordinances  for  the 
Household  made  at  Eltham  in  the  17th  year  of 
King  Henry  VIII,  A.D.  1526,  from  the  Harleian 
Library  No, -642,"  on  pages  135  to  207.  This 
Article,  so  far  as  down  to  page  161  is  concerned, 
contains  the  Eltham  Statutes,  consisting  of  79 
chapters  ;  but  immediately  following  this,  on  page 
162,  comes  a  "  Declaration  of  Bouche  of  Court " 
which  does  not  exist  in  the  Harleiau  MS.  642  above 
mentioned.  But  this  Bouche  of  Court  is  now 
catalogued  in  Letters  and  Papers  Foreign  and 
Domestic,  Henry  VIII,  vol.  XX,  Part  2,  Appendix, 
page  548,  as  Lansdowne  MS.  II,  fol.  34[B.M.] ;  and 
another  copy,  but  very  faulty  and  confused,  1545, 
[P.R.O.]  "printed  for  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
in  1790,  after  the  Eltham  Ordinances,"  with  the 
note,  "  This  paper  if  not  late  in  1544,  belongs  to 
the  first  half  of  1545,  not  later  than  July,  as  it 
contains  Sir  George  Carew's  name." 
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The  list  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  therefore,  upon 
which,  and  which  only,  Pegge  relied  for  his  belief 
in  the  existence  of  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners  in  the 
year  1526,  is  now  proved  beyond  a  doubt  to  date 
not  earlier  than  1544.  The  error,  too,  is  all  the 
more  incomprehensible  as  in  this  MS.  the  name  of 
Sir  Anthony  Browne  appears  as  Captain  of  the 
Gentlemen  Pensioners  and  Master  of  the  Horse,  to 
which  last  office  he  was  not  appointed  until  1539-40. 

In  the  same  document  Lord  Wriothesley  is 
described  as  Lord  Chancellor,  to  which  office  he 
was  not  appointed  until  May,  1544,  and  as  he  was 
created  Earl  of  Southampton  in  February,  1547,  the 
date  of  this  Bouche  of  Court  must  be  between  those 
two  periods,  whilst  George  Day  is  described  as 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  to  which  see  he  was  not 
consecrated  until  1542,  and  Sir  Ralph  Vane  and 
Sir  Thomas  Denny,  who  were  not  knighted  until 
1544,  are  also  mentioned,  as  well  as  Lord  Parr,  of 
Hortou,  who  was  not  created  Baron  until  December, 
1543. 

Such  instances  might  easily  be  multiplied  were  it 
necessary  to  do  so,  but  enough  have  been  cited  to 
fix  the  date  of  this  Bouche  of  Court,  as  is  indicated 
in  the  Official  Index,  1544-45,  or  five  years  subse- 
quent to  the  establishment  of  the  Band  of  Gentlemen 
Pensioners,  in  1539. 

The  order  for  the  establishment  of  the  Gentlemen 


Pensioners,  which,  appears  to  have  hitherto  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  historians  of  the  Band,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Harleian  MS.,  6807,  Fol.  25,  Catalogue 
of  Papers  Domestic,  Henry  VIII. ,  Vol.  XIII.,  Part 
II.,  Xo.  IIII.  It  bears  no  date,  but  is  calendared 
amongst  the  State  Papers  of  December,  1538,  and 
reads  as  follows : 

And  like  as  the  most  noble  and  memory  worthy 
King  Henry  viith  for  the  better  furnisshement 
of  his  house,  Furst  stablished  and  ordeyned 
the  yomen  of  his  garde  in  theire  levere  cotes 
to  waite  opon  his  grace  in  his  chamber,  to  the 
greyte  setting  fourthe  and  honour  of  his  house. 

So  seing  the  Kinges  highnesse  our  soveraigne 
lord  that  his  chamber  *  oft  to  be  furnisshed 
of  gentillmen,  geiitillmen  like  waityng  open 
his  grace,  the  defaulte  whereof  I  can  nott 
lythly  tell  but  that  sooche  as  be  in  his  service 
having  fee  and  office  being  occupied  otherw(ise) 
as  aboute  theare  owne  charges  and  offices  ever 
more  and  commeu(ly)  be  absent.  It  is  thought 
it  weir  convenient  if  the  Kynges  pleasure 
\voyre  suche  that  his  grace  shuld  appointe  C. 
gentillmen  waiting  upon  his  grace  with  oon 
Capteyn  the  whiche  like  as  the  Archers  or 
yeomen  of  the  garde  do,  so  they  shulde  Avaite 
in  the  Kinges  chamber.  And  wheire  the 
yomen  beire  bylles  or  halbards  the  gentillmen 
inyght  beire  pollaxes  and  goo  before  the  King 

•    -MS.    ill:-_nl,h-. 
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in  a  good  order  &  fasshoon  when  so  ever  tlie 
King  goyethe  to  messe  evensong  or  other  tymes 
appointed.  Then  the  officers  to  them. 

The  order  and  constitution  of  the  which  may 
be  putt  &  made  in  a  booke  severall  and  at 
large,  with  the  checkes  of  &  for  theire  defaultes 
and  absence  &  tymes  of  theire  waytynges 
whither  it  be  daily  monthely  quartely  or  half 
yerely  at  the  Kinges  pleasur. 

The  whiche  nomber  of  C.  gentillmen,  0011  with 
another  appointid  to  sundry  services  as  the 
Kinges  highnes  shuld  appointe  may  be  con- 
veniently founde  and  lyve  honestly  with  L.  li. 
a  yere. 

That  ys  to  say  for  theire  meyte  &  drinke  & 
bouche  of  Coiirte  every  of  them  the  sum  of 
X.  li.  by  the  yere.  Summa  Vc  li. 

Item  for  livery  gownes  of  silke  twise  a  yere  that 
is  to  say  a  velvet  gowne  for  wynter  &  for 
Cristmasse  or  All  Hallontyde  and  an  somer 
gowrne  of  saten  or  damaske  at  Ester  or  Whit- 
sontyde,  for  the  whiche  shuld  be  allowid  mito 
them  0011  with  another  the  sum  of  X.  li.  by  the 
yere  to  be  bought  yerely  and  provided  for 
at  the  Kinges  pleasure.  And  that  at  sarten 
days  &  tymes  as  shall  please  the  Kinges 
highiiesse  that  they  shall  Avayte  all  together 
in  theyre  lyvere  gownes  upon  payn  &c.  &c. 

For  theire  other  charges  as  for  furring  and 
lynyng  of  the  same  for  Rydyng  cottes,  For 

*  MS.  illegible. 
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enterteynment  of  their  horsses  and  servantes 
&  other  charges  it  shuld  be  Inongh  for  every 
of  them  XXX".  li.  (MS.  damaged  here)  by  the 
yere  &  therwith  they  myght  honourably  serve 
the  Kyng. 

So  that  every  gentillman  oon  with  another  shuld 
stand  the  King  in  L.  li. 

Summa  of  C.    |yMi  i- 
Gentilmen       J 

The  degress  order  checkes  with  other  behavours 
aboute  the  same  Requireii  more  advice  and 
longer  declaration. 

Indorsed  in  another  hand. 

"  An  ordre  takyn  for  C.  gentilmen  to  waete  opon 
the  Kynges  heghnes." 

The  Elizabethan  MS.,  (Harleian,  No.  6142)  [B.M.] 
the  original  of  which  drawn  up  in  King  Henry 
VIII. 's  reign  cannot  now  be  found,  is  no  doubt  the 
outcome  of  this  order,  and  is  transcribed  at  page 
276  in  the  Ordinances  and  Regulations  of  the  Royal 
Household,  printed  for  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  in 
1790.  It  is  recorded  in  this  MS.  that  it  agrees 
with  the  book  made  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the 
Eighth,  signed  then  with  the  King's  own  hand, 
"  which  remaineth  with  my  Lord  the  Captain." 
This  MS.  contains  Additions  by  Sir  Anthony 
Browne  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.,  and  Sir 
Anthony  is  described  as  Captain  of  the  Gentlemen 
Pensioners,  which  he  appears  to  have  been  between 
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the  years  1544  and  1548,  which  will  fix  the  date  of 
the  missing  original  Articles  belonging  to  that 
Corps. 

The  order  for  the  establishment  of  100  Gentlemen 
to  wait  upon  the  Sovereign  was  carried  out  in  the 
following  year,  1539,  to  the  number  of  50,  and 
there  exists  amongst  the  Domestic  State  Papers  of 
Henry  VIII,  Vol.  XIV.,  Part  II.,  Xo.  783,  a  list  of 
the  Corps  to  the  number  of  50,  headed,  "  The 
names  of  the  Speres."  The  date  assigned  to  this 
list  in  the  Calendar  is  1539,  which  shows  that  at 
that  date  the  name  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners  had 
not  yet  been  adopted.  This  list  is  in  all  probability 
the  first  that  exists  of  the  Corps  ;  some  of  the  names 
have  been  crossed  out :  one,  Sakfeld,  is  described  as 
"  that  was  with  Queue  Jane,"  and  the  last  seven 
are  described  as  "  my  Lorde  of  Xorf oik's,  my  Lorde 
of  Suffolk's,  my  Lorde  Pryve  Scale's,  and  my  Lorde 
Admiral's  "  men.  It  is  signed  in  the  same  hand  as 
the  list  "  Ch.  Howarde.  Wanner." 

There  is  another  list,  catalogued  in  the  Royal 
MSS,  conjecturally  assigned  to  1540,  somewhat 
similar  to  the  preceding  one,  headed  "  The  names 
of  the  gentilmen  peiicyoners."  This  contains  the 
name  of  Raffe  Vane,  no  doubt  the  same  person  as 
Sir  Ralph  Fane  of  the  list  of  1544-45  in  the  Bouche 
of  Court,  and  if  so  it  must  be  previous  to  1544, 
when  this  Pensioner  appears  as  a  Knight  and 
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the  Lieutenant  of  the  Band.  That  list,  of  1540,  would 
seem  to  be  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  Band 
was  officially  named  Gentlemen  Pensioners.  In 
neither  of  these  lists  are  any  officers  mentioned. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  the  list  assigned  to  1539 
contains  no  allusion  to  any  of  the  gentlemen 
appointed  to  the  Band  as  having  served  in  any 
previous  Corps  of  Spears,  and  that  the  order  of 
1538  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  Corps  refers 
to  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard  of  King  Henry  the 
Seventh  and  makes  no  mention  of  the  Spears  of 
King  Henry  the  Eighth ;  from  which  it  may  well 
be  inferred  that  either  the  memory  of  that  Corps 
had  died  out  or  that  it  was  a  Military  Corps, 
whereas  the  new  Band  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners 
was  a  Household  one,  and  it  may  be  fairly  assumed 
that  the  author  of  the  History  of  the  British  Army 
may  have  adopted  one  of  these  views,  as  he  makes 
no  mention  of  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners  of  1539. 
But  it  is  at  the  same  time  noteworthy  that,  so  far 
as  is  known  at  present,  though  there  is  no  record  of 
the  Spears  of  Honour  having  been  employed  011 
active  service  abroad,  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners 
undoubtedly  accompanied  the  King  to  France  in 
1544. 

The  results  of  a  careful  search  in  the  Public 
Records  for  mention  of  the  Spears  of  Honour  of 
1509  are  here  given  : 


Add.  MSS.   21481,  Household  Book,  May,  1509, 
Fo.  25. 

Henry  Till.  17  March  (1509).     Sonday  at  Green- 
wich. 

Item  for    the    wages   of    xix. 


ixxxij.  li. 
viii.  s. 


Speres  at  iij.  s.  iiii.  d.  the  day 
a  pece  from  the  xix.  day  of 
February  a°  primo  unto  the 
viijtb  day  of  Marche  next 
ensuying 

Item  to  Charles  Brandon  and 
Guyott  Heulle  ij.  other  Speres 
at  iij.  s.  iiii.  d.  a  day  a  pece 
from  the  xiiii.  day  of  Janu- 
ary last  passed  unto  the  viii. 
day  of  Marche  next  after 
that  by  the  space  of  liij. 
days 


Ibid.  Fol.  52A. 

Henry  VIII.  9  February  (1510).  Sonday  at  Richmont 


xvi.  li.  vi.  s. 
viii.  d. 


Item  for  the  wages  of  the 
Kinges  Speres  of  honour 
for  the  moneth  of  Janu- 
ary last  past 


ccliiii.  li.  iiii.  s. 
viii.  d. 


Fol.  57,  6  April,  a  similar  entry ;  Fol.  59B  a 
similar  entry. 

The  monthly  wages  of  the  whole  Body  occur 
almost  every  month  until  the  entry  of  the  17th 
]  December,  1515. 
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Ibid.  Fol.  83— In  February,  3,  Henry  VIII.  (1513). 


Item  to  Guyote  de  Heulle  one 
of  our  Speres  towards  his 
costes  &  charges  for  the 
reteignying  of  certain  Al- 
mayns  to  doo  the  King 
service  in  warre  oppon  a 
warrante 


xiij.  li.  vj.  s. 
viij.  d. 


xlv.  li.   xviij.  s. 


Ibid.  Fol.   98—18   July,  4,  Henry  VIII.  (1513). 
Sunday  at  Grenewych. 

Item  to  Sir  John  Pecke  for  \ 
his  v.  monethes  wages  beyng 
one  of  the  Kinge's  Speres 
at  vi.  s.  the  day  that  is  to 
say  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Novmb. 
and  December 

Item  to  Richard  A.  Cornwall    \ 
beying  one  of  the  Kinges 
Speres  at  iii.  s.  iiii.  d.  the 
day   for   one    hole    yeres          lx.  li.   xvi.  s. 
wages  that  is  to  say  from  V11J' 

the  furst  day  of  July  last 
unto  the  furst  day  of  July 
next  comyng 

Fol.    124.    24   April,   5,  Henry  VIII.  (1514). 
Sonday  at  Grenewych. 


Item  to  Sir  Edward  Cobham 
one  of  the  Kinges  Speres 
being  at  iii.  s.  iiij.  d.  for 
a  hole  yeres  wages  from 
the  furst  day  of  April  1  last 
passed  unto  the  furst  day 
of  Aprill  next  after 


lx.  li.  xvj.  s. 
viij.  d. 
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Fol.   129B.     12  June,  5,   Henry  VIII.  (1514). 
Sonday  at  Grenewich. 

Item   to    my  Lorde    of    Essex   open   a    ' 
warrante  open  one  hole  yeres  fee  for 
the  Captaineship  of  the  Kinges  Speres 
from  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation  of 


5.  li. 


our  Lady  last  past  unto  the  said  Fest 
of  the  Annunciation  of  our  Lady  next 
conryng.  / 

Fol.   144.     12   January,   5,   Henry   VIII.     (1514). 

Sonday  at  Lambeth 

Item  to  Sir  Richard  Candysshe  Knight 
one  of  the  Kinges  Speres  open  a 
warrant  for  the  advancement  of  his 
wages  aforehand  for  one  hole  yere 


endyng  the  secund  day  of  Novembre 
next  conmig  over  &  besydes  xv.  li. 
vi.  s.  viij.  d.  paid  to  hym  for  Novem- 
ber December  and  January  as  ap- 

perith  by  ii.  by  lies  signed. 

i 

Fol.  155.     21  May,  6,  Henry  VIII.     (1515). 

To  the  Earl  of  Essex  as  Captain  of  the 
Kinges  Speres  100.  li.  for  the  yeres 
wages. 

Fol.  158.    6,  Henry  VIII.   (1515). 

Wytte  Sonday  at  Eltham. 
Item  to  Sir  Arthur  Paiitagenet  Knighte 
one  of  the  Kinges  Speres  opon  a 
warrant  for  his  annuite  of  xl. 
marks  by  the  yere,  which  he  was 
behynde  &  unpayd  for  iij.  quarters 
of  a  yere  that  is  to  say  from  Myd- 
somer  last  past  unto  the  fest  of 
thannunciation  of  our  Lady  last  passed 
at  vi.  li.  xiij.  s.  iiij.  d.  the  quarter.  > 


xx.  li. 


xx.li. 


15 


Fol.  162.     23  July  6,  Henry  VIII.  (1515). 
Soiiday  at  Eltharn. 


\ 


cxvi.  li.  xiij.  s.  iii.  d. 


Item  to  John  Blount  one 
of  the  Kinges  Speres  of 
honour  open  a  warrant 
for  his  wages  at  iij.  s. 
iiij.  d.  the  day  for  two 
hole  yeres  whiche  the 
King  hathe  avaunced 
unto  him  beforehand 
that  is  to  say  from  the 
first  day  of  this  present 
monethe  of  July  unto 
theiid  of  ij.  yeres  next 
&  immediatly  ensuying 
cxxi  li.  xiij.  s.  iiij.  d. 
whereof  deducted  c.  s. 
for  the  moneth  of 
Marche  anno  iiijto which 
he  received  duble  at 
that  tyme  more  than  he 
shuld  have  dun. 


Fol.  173.  Anno  vj.  to  xvij.  llie  Decembris  (1515). 


Item  for  the  wages  of  the  N 
Kinges  Speres  of  hon- 
our   opon    their     boke 
signed    for    November 
last  past 


cclxj.  li.  iij.  s.  iiij.  d. 


Tli is  is  the  last  entry  for  the  payment  of  the 
Spears  of  Honour  established  in  1509. 

We  also  find  in  the  Lansdowne  MS.  818,  Fol.  12b, 
No  ii.,  aii  account  of  the  entry  of  Leonard  Spiuelly 
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to  deliver  to  the  King  the  cap  and  sword  from 
Pope  Leo  X.  on  the  21st  May,  1514,  when  Spinelly 
was  met  at  Blackheath  by  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  the 
Marquis  of  Dorset,  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  the  Earl 
of  Essex  and  "  all  the  Speres." 

We  also  find  in  State  Papers  Domestic,  Henry 
VIII.,  Vol.  I.  No.  4314,  (Exchequer  K.  R.  Accounts, 
Bundle  62,  No.  ii.)  the  following  entry  : 

June,  1513,  date  ascribed  in  the  Calendar  of  State 
Papers. 

The  Myddlewarde 

The  names  with  the  Retynewes  of  the  lordys 
knyghtes  and  other  noblemen  nowe  mustred  as 
ensueth. 

First  the  Kynges  grace  in  noble  persone 
with  horsemen  attendyng  on  his  grace 


with  his  pages  and  custrells  by  esti- 


ci. 


rnation. 

M1 .  CCLXV.    The  Kynges  Sperys  with  thier  forniture 
and  thier  Retynewes 

It  is  doubtful  whether  many  of  these  entries 
refer  to  the  Spears  of  Honour,  though  they  may  do 
so,  as  the  dates  are  previous  to  December,  1515. 
No  list  of  the  Spears  of  Honour  is,  so  far  as  is  at 
present  known,  in  existence. 

In  the  State  Papers  Domestic,  of  King  Henry 
VIII.  we  find  the  following  references  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Band  of  Gentlemen  Pensioners 
in  1539. 
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State  Papers,  Domestic. 
Henry  VIII.,  Vol.  XII.,  Part  I.,  No.  327. 
John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle,  Deputy  of  Calais. 

25  Jan.  1537. 

Nyws  here  ar  none  but  that  the  Counsell  sytte  the 
dayly  and  tlier  shalbe  1.  speres  made  which 
shall  have  xl.  li.  the  spere  yerly  and  shalbe 
quarter  wayters  and  the  saying  is  playnly 
that  ther  shalbe  a  iiyw  order  takyn  in  the 
Kynges  howsse,  and  that  the  most  part  shall 
have  pencyons. 

From  London  the  xxvlh  day  of  Janewary. 

Ibid.  299. 
(The  same  to  the  same)  31  Jan.  1537. 

Pleasy  theit  your  Lordship  to  be  advertezed  that 
with  this  yu  shall  receyve  my  Lord  prevy  scales 
lettre  in  answer  of  those  which  your  Lordship 
wrot  onto  him  and  will  the  Kynges  majestic 
the  which  he  requyred  me  to  sende  with  all 
celeryte  and  spede.  I  ensywre  your  Lordship 
ther  hathe  byn  suche  buzines  that  the  same 
hathe  byn  with  much  diffyculty  now  optaygned 
for  what  with  the  stablyshing  of  the  Kinges 
howshold  and  makyng  of  Speres  and  other 
inatyers  for  the  northe  partyes  the  prevy 
counsell  sytteth  in  maner  from  morning  to 
nygt  but  tin;  howshold  maters  and  Speres  ar 
at  a  poynt  but  how  and  in  whot  maner  it  ys 
not  yet  publyshed. 

From  London  the  last  day  of  Janewary. 
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Ibid.  No.  353. 
John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle.  6  Feb.     1537. 

Our  nywe  Speres  ar  now  nothing  spoken  of  ne  yet 
the  pencyoners.  For  thabbrigging  of  the 
Kynges  howsse  all  those  maters  slepyth. 

From  London  the  vith  day  of  Febrewary. 

Add.  MS.  33514,  fol.  7.    [B.M.] 
Catalogue  of  State  Papers  Domestic,  Henry  VIII. 
Vol.  13,  Part  II.  No.  1120. 

Castillon    (the    French    Ambassador)    to    Mont- 
morency,  Constable  of  France. 

II  (Henry  VIII.)  faict  a  ce  Noel  cent  gentils  homines 
ordinaires  de  sa  maison  qui  entretiendroiit 
chacun  troys  chevaulx  et  leur  bailie,  a  ce  que 
j'entendz,  a  chacun  deux  cens  escuz  de  gaiges 
et  bouche  a  court.  II  y  en  aura  tousjours 
cinquante  residentz. 

London  22  December  1538. 

State  Papers  Domestic,  Henry  VIII.  Vol.   XIII. 
Part  I.  No  503. 

Sir  John  Dudley  to  Lord  Lisle,  Deputy  of  Calais. 

London  March  14  1538. 

And  to  make  you  participate  of  soche  newes  as  be 
currant  here  with  us  that  be  of  the  Courte  and 
not  of  the  counscile  it  ys  sayde  that  we  shall 
have  a  gret  master  of  howsholde  as  there  ys  in 
France.  And  the  olde  ordynary  alteryd  ther 
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shalbe  allso  1.  Speres  and  therle  of  Hampton 
shall  be  Captaigne,  other  iiewes  we  here  allso 
wherof  I  thinke  no  nede  to  wryte  unto  you. 
From  London  the  XIIIth  day  of  Marche. 

John  Duddeley. 

Vol.  XIII.  Part  2.  No.  715. 

Richard  Layton,    Priest,    to    Cromwell,    date   in 
Calendar,  A.D.  1538. 

If  hit  wolde  please  yowe  to  be  good  Lorde  to  this 
bringer  Christofer  Joye  my  kinsman  by  your 
Lordeshipe  put  to  the  Kinges  service  in  ob- 
tayning  for  hym  to  be  one  of  the  iiewe  Speres 
wiche  I  hearsay  the  King  admittith  dayly  he 
shall  gyve  you  for  your  paynes  therm  xl. 
powndes  a  meitter  man  or  an  herdier  or  that 
better  can  handyll  a  staffe  ye  shalnot  lightly 
fynde  besydes  other  his  qualities  ye  can  have 
no  lake  in  the  preferment  of  hym  but  honoure. 

State  Papers  Domestic,  Henry  VIII.     Vol.  XIII. 
Part  2.  No.  1124. 

Wriothesley  to  Cromwell. 

Brussells.     22  December  1538. 

Howe  joy  full  tidings  must  it  needs  be  to  all  true 
Englishmen  to  here  and  knowe  that  such  great 
traitors0  as  have  lately  suffered  be  by  Goddes 
special  goodnes  soe  worthely  punished,  and 
their  traterous  attemptates  all  broken  and 

*   Kxcter,  Montague  and  others. 
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frustrated.  Yee  howe  gladde  newes  comme 
even  in  the  neck  of  the  same  that  the  kinges 
maistic  wollont  of  hande  thoroughe  with  his 
speres  and  many  other  good  purposes.  I  pray 
God  this  parte  be  as  true  as  totlier.  It  makes 
my  harte  to  lepe  to  heare  every  man  speak  of 
it.  It  shalbe  the  merriest  day  that  ever  I  sawe 
whenne  I  trust  I  shall  see  all  the  good  devises 
put  in  ver  that  by  the  kinges  majestes  wisedom 
and  yr  lordshippes  travail  have  been  long 
spoken  of.  I  beseche  yr  lordship  to  pardon 
me  of  this  boldness.  Yf  the  speres  shall 
indede  forward  I  beseche  your  lordship  to  have 
in  remembrance  the  two  Palmers  that  be  here 
with  me.  He  of  Calays  wold  be  gladde  as  I 
have  preyved  by  him  to  leave  his  Rome  there 
for  oon  of  these  places  and  he  that  is  your 
lordshippes  servaimt  is  as  prety  a  fellow  for 
suche  purpose  as  canne  be.  For  I  am  tomoche 
beholding  to  them  bothe  for  the  paynes  they 
have  hear  and  doo  take  with  me  which  moveth 
me  also  the  rather  to  wishe  well  unto  them. 
And  yet  I  assure  your  lordship  neather  of  them 
is  privy  to  this  my  sute  made  for  them. 

Vol.  XIV.     Part  I.    No.  29. 

John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle. 

London.      7  Jan.  1539. 

Ther  is  now  lytle  speking  of  the  Speres  yet 
some  think  verely  they  shall  shortly  be  estab- 
leshing. 

From  London  is  in  hast  the  vii.  day  of  Janewary. 
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Ibid.  No.  140. 

Francis  Hall  to  Henry  Palmer. 

Calais.     25  Jan.  1539. 

(After  mentioning  that  that  morning  a  son  of  M. 
de  Bowcourt  had  come  to  him  about  buying  a 
gelding,  he  adds)— 

He  haskyd  me  whydder  the  Kynge  our  Mastyr  had 
maade  men  of  aarmes  in  Inglond  and  I  told 
him  yee. 

From  Callais  in  haste 

the  xxvth  day  of  Janewary  1539. 

Vol.  XIV.  Part  2.    No.  549. 

Cromwell's  Remembrances  Nov  1539. 

Item  conserning  the  Fyftie  gentlemen  and  what  the 
King  will  do  therin. 

Ibid.     No.  550. 

Cromwell's  Remembrances.     Nov.  1539. 

Touching  the  Speres. 

Cromwell  to  the  Earl  of  Southampton. 

Dec.   1539. 

This  day  his  Majeste  removid  to  Grenwich  and 
there  begyneth  to  enter  his  newe  order  and 
amongs  the  rest  as  many  of  the  gentlemen 
pencioners  as  be  here  gave  their  attendance 
with  their  axes  upon  him. 
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Ibid.  No.  751. 

Cranmer  to  Cromwell.          1539. 

My  singuler  good  Lord  in  my  moste  partie  wise  I 
commende  me  to  your  Lordeship.  And  where- 
as I  am  enformed  that  this  berer  Edwarde 
Askewe  my  servaunte  sone  unto  Sir  William 
Askewe  Knyght  is  by  some  nobleman  pre- 
ferred unto  the  Rowme  of  one  of  their  newe 
Speres  in  the  Courte,  whiche  bacause  it  ys 
don  both  withoute  my  knowledge  and  his  I 
shall  beseche  you  my  lorde  (inasmoche  as  I 
have  no  frende  to  sea  unto  for  me  and  myn  but 
only  to  your  Lordship)  that  you  woll  at  this  my 
requeste  bere  unto  hym  your  lawful!  favour 
and  furtheraunce  in  the  same.  Assuryug  your 
Lordeship  that  the  yong  man  is  of  a  veray 
gentill  nature  right  forwarde  and  of  good 
activitie  so  that  I  thinke  he  shalbe  mete  to 
furnyshe  suche  a  rowme  and  to  do  wate  the 
Kinges  Majestie  diligente  and  faithful  service. 
Thus  my  .Lorde  right  hartelie  faire  you  well. 

At  Forde  the  xxvij.  daye  of  December. 

Yr  own  assured  ever 

T.  Cautuarien. 

Ibid.  No.  745. 

John  Husee  to  Lord  Lisle. 

London.      27  Dec.  (1539). 

The  Kynges  howshold  commencyd  theyr  new  order 
on  Christmase  eve  and  the  speres  wayteth  to 
the  numbre  of  xxx  and  the  rest  are  also 
apoynted. 

From  London  the  xxvijth  of  Dezember. 
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Ibid.  No.  746. 

The  same  to  the  Viscountess  Lisle.     Same  date. 

Here  are  no  nywes  butt  that  the  speres  dothe 
alredye  wayt  and  ther  is  a  nyw  order  taken 
in  the  Kynges  howse  conserning  his  Graces 
howsshold  and  officers. 

From  London  the  xxvijth  of  Dezembre. 


State  Papers  Domestic.     Henry  VIH. 
Calendar  Vol.  XV.     No.  179.     Vatican  MS. 

Cardinal  Farnese  to  Pope  Paul  III. 

Amiens  7  Febry  1540. 

The  Queen  of  France  tells  me  that  the  King  of 
England  at  this  new  marriage":i:"  created  100 
gentlemen  in  imitation  of  this  Court. 


Ibid.     No.  195, 

Cromwell's  Remembrances.        February  1540. 

The  final  determination  of  the  Spears. 

To  remember  where  the  King  will  make  his  assign- 
ment for  his  Howse  and  Spears,  and  whether 
the  Spears  shall  be  paid  monthly  or  quarterly. 

*  i.e.,  With  Anne  of  Clever 
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Ibid.     No.  321. 

Cromwell's  Remembrances.         March.  1540. 

Item.  A  final  end  to  be  taken  for  the  Pensioners, 
Lieutenant  Standard  bearer  and  clerk  of  the 
check. 

The  same  in  No.  322.  Another  set  of  Cromwell's 
Remembrances. 

It  would  appear  from  the  above  extracts  from  the 
Public  Records  that  the  Spears,  or  as  the  Band  Avas 
then  designated,  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  were 
an  entirely  new  Corps  established  somewhat  on  the 
lines  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard,  and  that  there  is  no  reference  to  their 
being  a  revival  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  Spears 
of  1509  as  suggested  by  Samuel  Pegge,  and  that 
the  offices  of  Lieutenant,  Standard  Bearer,  and 
Clerk  of  the  Check  were  not  filled  up  before  March, 
1540.  The  sequence  of  Captains  may,  in  view  of 
the  search  now  made,  be  taken  with  tolerable 
accuracy  as  follows  : 

1509.  Henry  Bouchier,  Earl  of  Essex,  who  was 
Captain  of  the  Spears  from  their  institution  until 
1515,  when  all  record  of  this  corps  ceases. 

1539.  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  instituted  in  that 
year,  but  the  establishment  of  officers  was  not 
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completed  until  the  next  year.  Baron  Parr  and 
Ross  of  Kendal  who  remained  in  command  as  Earl 
of  Essex,  which  he  became  in  December,  1543.  He 
probably  resigned  the  post  of  Captain  in  1544  when 
he  was  Chief  Captain  of  the  Men-at-Arms  in  the 
expedition  to  Boulogne,  and  was  succeeded  by, 

1544,  Sir  Anthony  Browne,  who  was  undoubtedly 
Captain  in  1544-5,  as  proved  by  the  Lansdowne 
MS.  2,  fol.  34  [B.M.]  and  1545  [P.R.O.],  and  probably 
held  the  office  until  his  death  in  1548,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Marquis  of  Northampton,  who  was 
certainly  Captain  in  1551, — (Dictionary  of  National 
Biography,  Art.,  William  Parr.) 

The  Marquis  of  Northampton  is  mentioned  as 
Earl  of  Essex  in  the  "  Bouche  of  Court "  but  no 
office  is  attached  to  his  name. 

Pegge,  whose  chronology  is  somewhat  obscure 
and  inconsecutive,  makes  no  mention  of  the  Battle 
of  the  Spurs  in  his  History,  but  Brackenbury  states 
that  "  The"  Pensioners  were  certainly  present "  at 
that  engagement  in  1513  ;*  but  there  is  no  evidence 
either  in  the  Public  Records  nor  in  the  Chronicler's 
accounts  that  the  Spears  of  Honour  accompanied  the 
King  when  he  embarked  at  Dover  on  the  30th  of  June 

•  \Ve  have  seen  that  the  Pensioners  were  not  known  by  that  name  until  March,  1640. 
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in  that  year  or  at  his  subsequent  entry  into  Calais. 
Both  the  Earl  of  Essex  and  Sir  John  Pechie  were 
serving  with  the  King's  forces  in  France  at  that 
period,  but  the  former  as  Lieutenant  General  of  the 
Spears  and  the  latter  as  Vice  Governor  of  the 
Horsemen,  and  Sir  John  Nevell  as  being,  probably, 
in  command  "  with  the  King's  Spears  to  the 
number  of  400."  On  the  26th  of  July  the  Earl  of 
Essex,  "  Captain  of  the  King's  Spears  with  200 
Spears  lay  in  a  stale  if  the  Frenchmen  had  come 
nearer,"  and  on  this  occasion  the  King  is  repre- 
sented as  being  escorted  "  with  divers  noble  men 
and  others  to  the  number  of  3000." 

On  the  13th  of  August  in  the  same  year  "  The 
Earl  of  Essex  and  Sir  John  Pechie  and  the  King's 
Spears  skirmished  with  a  plump  of  the  enemy's 
Spears,"  and  later  in  the  day,  "  the  Earl  of  Essex 
Captain  of  the  horsemen  and  Sir  John  Pechie 
with  the  King's  horsemen  and  the  Burgundians  to 
the  number  of  1100  "  are  mentioned.  This  action 
was  brought  to  close  by  the  "  English  Spears  "  who 
"  set  on  freshly,  crying  St.  George,  and  fought 
valiantly  with  the  Frenchmen  and  threw  down  their 
standard,"  Hall  adds,  "  the  King  would  fain  have 
been  afore  with  the  horsemen,  but  his  Council  per- 
suaded him  the  contrary,  and  so  he  tarried  with  the 
footmen."  No  reference  is  made  to  any  attendance 
of  his  body  guard,  and  the  numbers  of  the  Spears 
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mentioned  in  the  above  narrative  makes  it  ex- 
tremely questionable  whether  the  Band  of  50 
instituted  in  1509  can  be  referred  to. 

From  that  day  Hall  makes  no  mention  of  the 
Spears  in  his  Chronicle  until  he  tells  us  that  "  In 
December  (1539)  were  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
King's  Highness  Person  fifty  gentlemen  called 
Pensioners  or  Spears,  like  as  they  were  in  the  first 
year  of  the  King,"  and  Graf  ton  in  his  Chronicle 
records  the  same  circumstance  in  almost  precisely 
the  same  words. 

Hall  also  records  the  attendance  of  the  Band  at 
Blackheath  in  1540  at  the  reception  and  marriage 
of  Anne  of  Cleves,  "  The  50  Gentlemen  Pensioners 
and  all  this  sort  were  appareled  in  velvet  and 
chains  of  gold,"  and  they  are  mentioned  thrice 
more  on  the  same  occasion. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  historians  of  the  lion- 
Corps  that  it  was  in  attendance  on  the  King  at  the 
Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  in  1520,  but  the  evidence 
of  contemporaneous  documents  shows  this  statement 
to  be  unfounded. 

No  mention  of  the  Spears  of  Honour  is  to  be 
found  in  the  elaborate  lists  of  those  who  accom- 
panied the  King  on  that  occasion,  and  in  these  lists 
it  is  stated  that  in  attendance  on  the  King  was  200 
of  the  King's  Guard  with  100  horses  ;  and  in 
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another  that  "  the  King's  Guard  is  to  consist  of  200 
of  the  tallest  and  most  elect  persons,  with  doublets, 
hoseii  and  caps.  Each  man  is  to  have  two  coats, 
one  of  goldsmith's  work  with  the  King's  cognizance  : 
the  base  to  be  scarlet,  and  the  nether  part  to  have  a 
guard  of  cloth  of  gold.  The  other  coat  to  be  red, 
with  a  rose  on  the  breast  and  the  crown  imperial, 
'  after  such  form  and  manner  as  the  riding  coats  be 
now.'  They  are  to  be  armed  with  bows  and  arrows. 
Sir  Henry  Marney  is  to  warn  and  furnish  them,  and 
to  see  that  100  provide  themselves  with  fit  and  able 
horses."  This  Sir  Henry  Marney  is  mentioned  in 
Hall's  Chronicle  as  being  "  Capitaine  of  the  Kynge's 
Garde  "  who,  with  "  C.  yomen  "  arrested  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  attached  for  high  treason  in  1520. 

In  another  MS.  in  the  Record  Office  it  is  stated, 
"  400  elect  persons  shall  be  appointed  for  the 
guard,  with  double  coats,  bows,  arrows  and  halberds, 
100  of  them  to  have  horses,  and  Sir  Henry  Marney 
is  to  appoint  and  view  them." 

A  contemporary  black  letter  pamphlet  in  the 
British  Museum,  giving  an  account  of  the  "  festins 
et  joustes "  at  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold, 
mentions  "  100  archers  of  the  King's  Guard  in 
doublets  of  crimson  velvet  and  cloaks  of  fine 
scarlet ;  "  also,  "  Last  were  50  archers  of  the  King's 
Guard  in  red  cloth  jackets  with  a  gold  rose  before 
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and  behind."  At  the  meeting  of  Henry  VIII.  with 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  at  Gravelines  in  July,  1520, 
the  King's  Guard  of  100  horse  is  mentioned  in  the 
list  of  his  attendants.  Instances  of  the  mention  of 
these  archers  of  the  King's  Guard  might  be  mul- 
tiplied, but  the  above  are  considered  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  King's  Body  Guard  at  that  period 
consisted  of  archers  and  that  the  Spears  of  Honour 
were  extinct. 

So  far  as  we  know  at  present  there  is  no  record 
of  the  Spears  of  Honour  having  accompanied  the 
King  on  any  expedition  out  of  the  kingdom,  but 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Gentlsmen  Pensioners 
attended  on  the  Sovereign  at  the  Siege  and  Capture 
of  Boulogne  in  July,  1544,  as  we  find  in  the  State 
Papers  Domestic,  Henry  VIII.,  Vol.  XIX.,  Part  I., 
No.  275,  the  following  particulars  : 

Hereafter  ensue  the  names  of  suche  noble  men 
knightes  gentyllmen  and  others  as  be  appointed 
to  go  in  personne  into  Fraunce  w1  the  Kinge 
Matie  in  his  grace  battaile  wr  the  nombres  of 
horsemen  which  eche  bringeth  we  them. 

The  pensioners.  Horsemen. 

Then  follows  a  list  of  seventy-two,  with  the 
numbers  of  Launces,  Demi  Launces,  Javelins, 
Harquebusiers,  Hakes,  Demi  Hakes,  Chasing 
Stakes,  Light  Horses  and  Gonnes  that  each  Pen- 
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sioner  took  with  him,  besides  "  Archers  on  Foote," 
in  all  386  mounted  men  and  110  dismounted 
Archers.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  present  pur- 
pose to  give  a  copy  of  this  list,  the  date  of  which 
is  assigned  by  Dr.  Gairdner  to  1544,  but  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  first  three  names  on  this 
list  are  those  of  Sir  Richard  Page,  Sir  George 
Carew  and  Ralph  Fane,  who,  though  it  is  not  men- 
tioned in  this  paper,  appear  to  have  been  Lieutenants 
of  the  Band  in  1540,  1544  and  1545  respectively. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  1544,  the  King  sailed 
from  Dover  to  Calais  and  laid  siege  to  Boulogne 
and,  according  to  Hall,  Sir  Anthony  Browne  accom- 
panied him  as  "Master  of  the  Kynge's  Horses." 
Of  Sir  Richard  Page  we  have  no  further  information, 
but  we  know  that  Sir  George  Carew,  so  Hall  tells 
us,  was  employed  as  Captain  of  the  "  Mary  Rose  " 
when  she  capsized  in  Portsmouth  Harbour  in  July, 
1545,  when  he  perished  with  a  loss  of  ' '  foure 
liimdreth  men  and  much  ordinance.  "  Ralph  Fane 
was  Knighted  in  July,  1544. 

We  have  no  information  as  to  whether  the  Pen- 
sioners took  part  in  the  fighting  before  Boulogne, 
or  whether  their  duties  were  confined  to  those 
of  personal  attendance  on  the  King  ;  but  they  no 
doubt  accompanied  him  on  his  return  to  England 
later  in  the  year. 
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The  Hon.  J.  W.  Fortescue  makes  no  mention  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  so 
we  may  assume  that  this  very  painstaking  and 
reliable  authority  does  not  consider  that  they  formed 
a  part  of  the  British  Army,  but  rather  that  they 
accompanied  the  King  on  the  expedition  to  Boulogne 
as  his  Body-Guard  and  not  as  soldiers,":i:"  a  view  that, 
in  the  absence  of  any  proof  to  the  contrary,  it  may 
be  only  reasonable  to  accept,  for  we  cannot  assume 
that  the  document  above  quoted  can  have  escaped 
his  notice  (S.  P.  D.,  Henry  VIIL,  Vol.  XIX.,  Part  I, 
No.  275).  Whilst  under  the  date  1544  he  writes  of 
Henry  VIII.,t  "  Red  garded  with  yellow  was  the 
uniform  worn  by  his  Body-Guard  at  the  Siege  of 
Boulogne,"  but  as  the  existence  of  the  Gentlemen 
Pensioners  is  ignored  by  this  author  perhaps  we 
may  assume  that  he  refers  to  the  Yeomen  of  the 
Guard. 

In  conclusion  can  be  quoted  an  extract  from  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  of  24th 
November,  1910,  in  which  we  read  as  follows  : 


#  In  connection  with  this  subject  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  quote 
a  paragraph  in  a  letter,  dated  May  7th,  1874,  addressed  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  to  the  Captain  of  the  Corps,  in  which  it  is  stated  :  "I  have 
received  Her  Majesty's  commands  to  make  it  distinctly  understood 
that  the  Corps  is  a  Household  Corps  in  the  department  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  through  whom  all  questions  relating  to  it  must  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Queen  by  the  Captain." 

t  A  History  of  the  British  Army  :  The  Hon.  J.  W.  Fortescue,  1899. 
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"Sin  EDWARD  BRA-BROOK,  C.B.,  Director,  read  the 
following  communication, — 

"  '  In  the  year  1787,  the  Council  of  the  Society, 
taking  note  of  the  possession  by  the  Society  of  a 
MS.  transcript  of  the  Black  Book  of  the  Household 
of  E,dward  IV.,  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare 
it  for  publication  and  desired  them  to  add  to  it  the 
Statutes  and  Regulations  of  the  'Royal  Households 
in  other  reigns.  The  result  was  the  publication  in 
1790  of  a  separate  4-to  volume  of  xxii.  -j-  476  -+-  -8 
pages  entitled  "  A  collection  of  Ordinances  and 
Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Royal  House- 
hold made  in  divers  reigns  from  King  Edward  III. 
to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  also  receipts  in 
ancient  cookery  ". 

"  'Even  after  120  years  it  seems  desirable  that 
anything  erroneous  or  misleading  in  a  volume  pub- 
lished by  the  Society  should  be  corrected  ;  and  the 
Society  is  therefore  much  indebted  to  its  Fellow,  Lt.- 
Col.  J.  G.  Sandeman,  M.V.O.,  for  a  communication 
addressed  to  Lord  Dillon  with  reference  to  that 
work.  It  would  appear  that  the  editors  did  not 
wholly  rely  upon  the  Society's  MS.  transcript,  but 
referred  to  the  original  MS.,  Harleian  642,  and 
extracted  from  it,  among  other  things,  a  set  of 
Ordinances  for  the  household  made  at  Eltham  in 
the  17th  Henry  VIII.  (1526).  That  heading  covers 
pages  137  to  207  in  the  printed  volume;  but  Lt.- 
Gol.  Sandeman  states  that  it  is  not  applicable  to 
pages  162  to  173,  which  contain  a  "  Bouche  of 
Court "  derived  from  another  MS.  belonging  to  a 
later  date. 
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"'This  MS.  "  is  •  catalogued  in  'Letters  and 
Papers  Foreign  and  Domestic,  Henry  VIII.',  vol. 
xx.,  part  2,  appx.  p.  548,  as  '  Lansdowiie  MS.  2,  fol. 
34  '."  The  catalogue  characterizes  the  copy  printed 
by  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  as  very  faulty  and 
confused,  and  assigns  the  date  of  the  MS.  to  the 
latter  part  of  1544  or  the  first  half  of  1545,  "not 
later  than  July,  as  it  contains  the  names  of  Lord 
Wriothesley  as  Lord  Chancellor,  who  was  raised  to 
the  peerage  and  appointed  Chancellor  in  1544;  of 
George  Day,  as  Bishop  of  Chichester,  who  was  con- 
secrated to  that  see  in  1543  ;  of  Sir  Ralph  Fane,  as 
Lieutenant  of  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  who  was 
knighted  in  1544  and  appointed  Lieutenant  in  1545; 
of  Sir  Anthony  Browne,  as  Captain  of  the  Pen- 
sioners and  Master  of  the  Horse,  who  was  appointed 
to  the  latter  office  in  1540,  and  many  others  which 
are  inconsistent  with  the  date  of  1526  (17  Henry 
VIII.)  in  the  heading  of  the  pages  of  our  volume. 

"  '  That  this  correction  is  not  unimportant  ap- 
pears from  the  fact  that  Pegge  in  his  "  Curialia  ", 
and  others  following  him,  have  taken  this  document 
to  prove  that  the  Pensioners  existed  in  1526  and 
were  a  revival  of  the  "Spears"  of  1509  ;  whereas 
Lt.-Col.  Sandeman  considers  that  there  is  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  Spears  ceased  to  exist,  or  at  any 
rate  to  receive  pay,  after  December,  1515.  The  order 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Pensioners  dated  1539 
gives  as  a  reason  for  their  institution  that  Henry 
VII.  had  a  household  corps  of  yeomen,  and  contains 
no  reference  to  the  Spears  of  1509. 

"  '  Lt.-Col.  Sandeman's  observations  appear  to  be 
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equally  applicable  to  the  "  declaration  as  to  diet  " 
on  pages  174  to  197,  which  contain  references  to 
Gentlemen  Pensioners  (pp.  188,  192,  197).  The 
"  appointment  of  Harbigage  "  which  follows  on  p. 
198  is  stated  to  have  been  made  at  Eltham  on  Jan- 
uary 9,  1526  (17  Hen.  VIIL),  and  does  not  mention 
them.  Pages  208  to  240  contain  additions  to  the 
Eltham  ordinances  made  at  various  times  between 
1532  and  1545  and  call  for  no  observation  beyond 
the  record  of  an  increase  of  wages'.  " 

All  these  references,  pages  188,  192,  197,  208  to 
240,  refer  to  the  Gentlemen  Pensioners,  and  as  we 
have  already  seen  that  the  Band  was  not  known  by 
that  name  until  1540  they  cannot  be  ascribed  to  a 
date  earlier  than  that  year. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA  LIBRARY 

Los  Angeles 
This  book  is  DUE  on  the  last  date  stamped  below. 


10 


APR  071*8 

APR  27  1983 


Form  L9-32m-8,'58(5876s4)444 


at 

659 
C81331 


3  1158008309154 


IBRARY  FACILITY 


